LEWES BRANCH
ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2025 MEETING
27" June 2025 — St Marys’ Supporters Club
Meeting Opened at 20:00

The Commemoration of The Gunners: Read by our Chairman, Bob Parker.
Members Present: David Harding; Bob Parker; Lee Harding; Darryl Twinch; Steve Winter; Jerry Docherty; Mark
Eve; Colin Kemp; Phil Kemp; Gary Miles; Brian Scott; Dave Scott; Jim Talmey; John Talmey; Pete Talmey; Ray

Talmey.

Apologies for Absence: Mark Harding; John Bishop; Rev. Canon Judith Egar; Lawrence Gray; Peter Head; Michael
Hobden; Paul Hughes; John Woollard; Peter Wyatt; Tex Rees Avery.

Chairman’s Report: Bob welcomed all to the meeting and thanked those Members for attending.

Treasurer’s Report: Lee advised that there is currently £536.29 available in our funds. We are still awaiting
£320.40 back from RAA HQ regarding our gazebo.

Welfare Officer’s Report: Lee provided all with a welfare update. Should any Member wish to discuss any
welfare issues, please contact Lee directly.

Secretary’s Report:

1. Bob asked for any comments from the Members with regards to the Minutes from our Meeting held on
23 May 2025. With no comments, the Minutes were voted and passed as correct. Proposed by John
Talmey and seconded by Darryl Twinch. Carried.

2. Update from W02 (BSM) Nicky Hunt — 43 Bty Lloyds Company:

Hey Mark,

All good out here, I've sent the Xmas dinner details out to the Troops — me and the BC would like 2 x people
who haven’t been to attend so you guys get to meet more than just me lol...

| will push the Remembrance out soon as we have a lot of moving parts happening due to promotions.

In the last 2 months we have had 3 x Sgts promote to SSgt including 2 achieving GSC - Gunnery Staff Course
(new GCC course), and today we had 2 Bdrs promoted to Sgt...

The CO and RAM of 47 Regt are currently visiting and we have shown them a good time.

43 Bty are killing it lol & and please say Hi to the Boys for me.
Regards. Nicky.

3. Lewes Branch RAA Annual Dinner 2025 took place on Saturday 31° May 2025 at Lewes Golf Club. Bob
thanked all who attended. Everyone agreed it was a great night. Lee confirmed the raffle made £255.00.



4. AFD is taking place on Saturday 28™ June 2025. Lee is leading on this and has contacted all regarding this
event. Mark has arranged some marketing materials.

There are two shifts for this event as follows:

AM: 0900 to 1230 (Please arrive 15 minutes earlier to assist in setting up):
Lee Harding, Darryl Twinch, Budge Harding, Jerry Docherty, John Woollard and Lawrence Gray.

PM: 1230 to 1600 (Additional 15 minutes after to assist in stripping out):
Lee Harding, Darryl Twinch, Bob Parker, John Talmey, Paul Hughes, Jim Talmey and Pater Head.

5. The RAA — RA Service of Remembrance will be held at The National Memorial Arboretum on Saturday 5%
July 2025. Would Members wishing to attend, please advise Mark no later than 3™ July 2025 to enable
Mark to advise attendance to RA HQ.

6. Lewes Branch RAA Summer BBQ at St Marys’ on Saturday 26 July 2025. It was agreed that we provide a
donation of £50.00 to the Club for help in organising cover for this event. Lee Harding has volunteered to
organise this event and await full details in due course. 20 have confirmed to date. Please advise either way
as planning is required. Lee has asked for volunteers to assist in this event. l.e. cooking, help set up, prepare
salad etc. Would any Member available to assist, please let Lee know soonest. Tex & Carly have kindly
donated Potato Salad and an additional gazebo for the day. Steve winter has agreed to provide a bowl of
coleslaw.

7. It has been proposed that we arrange a Branch visit to Newhaven Fort as this has recently reopened (Feb
2025) and Members who have already visited advise that it is great. Would Members please advise if they
would like to attend. 15 Members have expressed interest to date. The date proposed for this is Saturday
27" September 2025 (replacing the Ghost Walk date).

8. St Barbara’s Day will be held at The Royal Garrison Church Larkhill on Sunday 7™ December 2025. Members
are encouraged to attend this event. Lunch will be provided after in the Officers’ Mess. Full details will be
sent as soon as they are received.

9. Our Lewes Branch RAA Annual Christmas Dinner has been booked on Saturday 29" November 2025 at
Lewes Golf Club. Mark has sent the menu proforma to all (please reply either way soonest) We are
including 2 x places for SP of 43 Bty and WO1 (RASM) Alfie Lightfoot & his Guest as our Honoured Guest.
BAM 43 Bty has also confirmed that they will be sending 2 SP to join us.

10. Mark has contacted the BSM 43 Bty requesting 4 x Sentinels for our Lewes Remembrance Parade.

11. Branch Website. Send photos to Lee or Mark who will add these on the Gallery Area of our website. Please
also contact Lee or Mark for access to the Members Area of our website. https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/

12. Please remember to check your emails as this is the main medium of contact to all Members.

AOB:

13. Branch polo shirts available. When ordering online and requiring nonstandard additions such as
Name/Nickname etc., please be very specific in the instructions box as to where you would like this to be
embroidered. E.g. On left arm, on right arm, on right breast etc. https://www.windsor-embroidery.co.uk/

14. Lewes Branch RAA business cards are now available to carry and hand out. They will be available for
collection at every Meeting.


https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/
https://www.windsor-embroidery.co.uk/

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

John Talmey sent details of the design of a Branch Baseball Cap. Would Members please advise if they
would like one or more of these to enable John to place an order. The cost is £10.00 each.

Tex advised that St Marys’ Supporters Club are holding an ABBA/Mama Mia Night on Saturday 28" June
2025 (the evening of AFD) in support of Children’s Cancer. Fancy dress is an option if you wish, and this
event will be attended by a Mrs Brown lookalike. Donations of raffle prizes for this event will be most
welcome.

The Annual Parade in Remembrance for the Polish Pilots will be held in Plumpton on 1 June 2025. Darryl
advised this went well.

The Annual Chattri Memorial was held on Sunday 8" June 2025. Many thanks to Darryl for Parading our
Standard. Darryl advised this went well and the Standard Bearers were singled out by the organizer for a
special thank you.

Paul advised that he had been speaking to Jo at Downs School in Brighton regarding a tour of the Air Raid
Shelters etc. Would Members showing an interest in attending this, please advise where we will look into a
group visit. There are currently 12 interested. Refer to Paul to liaise with Jo for dates etc.

Darryl mentioned the Dieppe Raid Commemoration to be held on Sunday 10" August at Newhaven Fort.
Details to be confirmed at the next meeting.

With no other business, our Lewes Branch RAA June 2025 Meeting closed at 20:15.

Our next event is Armed Forces Day at Lewes Precinct on Saturday 28" June 2025.

The next Lewes Branch RAA Monthly Meeting is to be held on Friday 18" July 2025.

Venue: St Marys’ Supporters Club
Dress: Smart Casual
Timings: 1930 for 2000 start

Captain-General and Patron: His Majesty King Charles IlI
President: David Harding
Chairman: Robin Parker
Secretary: Mark Harding
Treasurer: Lee Harding
Tel: 07903 702 767
Email: theraalewes@gmail.com
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