LEWES BRANCH
ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2025 MEETING
31 October 2025 — St Marys’ Supporters Club
Meeting Opened at 20:00

The Commemoration of The Gunners: Read by Our Chairman, Bob Parker.

Members Present: Budge Harding, Lee Harding, Mark Harding, Bob Parker, John Talmey, Darryl Twinch, Colin
Kemp, Gary Miles, Jim Talmey, Steve Winter and John Woollard.

Apologies for Absence: John Bishop, Jerry Docherty, Peter Barnard, Peter Crowhurst, Rev. Egar, Mark Eve, Peter
Head, Phil Kemp, Ray Metcalfe, Brian Scott, Dave Scott, John Shill, Michael Sinclair, Alan South, Ray Talmey,
Michael Taylor and Peter Wyatt.

Chairman’s Report: Bob welcomed all Members to our Meeting. Bob thanked John for arranging the Newhaven
Fort Trip and Mark for the meal at the Thai Elephant. John advised that he had sent a thank you email to
Lyndsay at the Fort on our behalf.

Treasurer’s Report: Lee advised that there is currently £1,098.95 available in our funds. We are still awaiting
£320.40 back from RAA HQ regarding our gazebo.

Welfare Officer’s Report: Lee provided all with a welfare update. Should any Member wish to discuss any
welfare issues, please contact Lee directly.

Secretary’s Report:

1. Mark asked for any comments from the Members with regards to the Minutes from our Meeting held on
19" September 2025. With no comments, the Minutes were voted and passed as correct. Proposed by Bob
Parker and seconded by Lee Harding. Carried.

2. The Branch thanked Darryl for Parading our Standard on 29" September at the Rededication Service for
Major General Sir Christopher Teesdale VC KCMG CB Royal Artillery.

3. Our Lewes Branch RAA Annual Christmas Dinner has been booked on Saturday 29" November 2025 at
Lewes Golf Club. Mark has sent the menu proforma to all (please reply either way soonest). WO1 (RASM)
Alfie Lightfoot is attending as our Honoured Guest. BSM 43 Bty has also confirmed that they will be sending
2 SP to join us. Please see the Menu Proforma attached to this email. Please confirm your attendance/non-
attendance to Mark by email soonest.

Raffle tickets have been agreed at £5.00 per envelope and provide 40 envelopes on the night. Spare raffle
tickets will be taken for sale just in case.

4. St Barbara’s Day will be held at The Royal Garrison Church Larkhill on Sunday 7™ December 2025. Members
are encouraged to attend this event. Lunch is provided after in the Officers’ Mess after the Service which is
£20 for a carvery. 10 Members are currently attending the Service and Lunch.

5. Lewes Remembrance Parade — 9" November 2025. BSM 43 Bty confirmed the names of 4 x Sentinels and 1
x Wreath Layer for our Lewes Remembrance Parade. Paul Hughes has kindly volunteered to Lay our Wreath



of Remembrance and act as chaperone for 43 Bty. Mark has sent the Parade Orders to all with draft Wreath
Laying Order. Mark has spoken to Carly and booked St Marys’ for before the Parade from 13:00 for
Members and 43 Bty to change and meet and after the Parade with a buffet.

The Annual Ceremony of Remembrance will take place at the Royal Artillery Memorial, Hyde Park Corner
on Sunday 9™ November 2025, with Chestnut Troop, 1° Regiment RHA, King's Troop RHA and the
Lancashire Artillery Volunteers Band, 103™ Regiment RA.

All are welcome to attend, to register and book a seat, please do this soonest via the website link —
https://www.thegunners.org.uk/events/royal-artillery-ceremony-of-remembrance-2025/

Please note that this is a free event, however seating is limited and will be issued on a first come first
served basis. All attendees are required to be seated by 10.30am at the latest and are advised to dress
accordingly for the weather as this is an open-air event.

All retired members of the regiment who attend are invited at the end of the Ceremony to join the march
past.

Armed Forces Day 2026. It was agreed that we apply to have a stand at Tesco for this Event. The footfall
should be good, we get in the public eye and we should get lots of donations etc. Mark to apply to Tesco
and contact RAA HQ for merchandise (wristbands, stickers, pins etc). Mark to apply for a date in Feb 2026
TBC to see how it goes.

Branch Website. Send photos to Lee who will add these on the Gallery Area of our website. Please also
contact Lee or Mark for access to the Members Area of our website. https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/

Please remember to check your emails as this is the main medium of contact to all Members.

AOB:

10.

11.

12.

13.

Lewes Branch RAA business cards are now available to carry and hand out. They will be available for
collection at every Meeting.

Downs School Brighton - tour of the Air Raid Shelters. There are currently 12 interested. Paul has confirmed
he will book a date for this and arrange this tour. It was agreed that we right side this until 2026.

Alternative events for dinners. Phil sent Mark various alternative venue details, one being the White Hart
but due to the hire costs, it is very expensive. Phil will keep all updated as and when.

Colin mentioned possibly using the Hassocks Hotel due to its proximity to the station and ample car
parking. Mark agreed to email all Members to see if this would be a viable option.

Bob mentioned that the contact number for the Armed Forces Network, OP Community, does not seem to
be working. Lee agreed to look into this and follow up and has confirmed that he has tried this number and
got straight through.

With no other business, our Lewes Branch RAA October 2025 Meeting closed at 21:10.

Our next event is Lewes Remembrance Parade on 9" November 2025.

Venue: Lewes Memorial
Dress: Blazers, Regt Ties, Berets. Full Size Medals should be worn.
Timings: Refer to Parade Orders.


https://www.thegunners.org.uk/events/royal-artillery-ceremony-of-remembrance-2025/
https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/

The next Lewes Branch RAA Monthly Meeting will be held on Friday 21°* November 2025.

Venue: St Marys’ Supporters Club
Dress: Smart Casual
Timings: 1930 for 2000 start

Lewes Branch Annual Christmas Dinner on Saturday 29*" November 2025.

Venue: Lewes Golf Club
Dress: Blazer/Suit, Regt Ties. Miniature Medals may be worn. Ladies/Guests dress equivalent.
Timings: Refer to Parade Orders.

Captain-General and Patron: His Majesty King Charles Ill
President: David Harding
Chairman: Robin Parker
Secretary: Mark Harding
Treasurer: Lee Harding
Tel: 07903 702 767
Email: theraalewes@gmail.com
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