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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2025 MEETING 
23rd May 2025 – St Marys’ Supporters Club 

Meeting Opened at 20:00 
 
The Commemoration of The Gunners: Read by our Chairman, Bob Parker. 
 
Members Present: Tex Rees-Avery, Jerry Docherty, Lee Harding, Mark Harding, Bob Parker, John Talmey, Darryl 
Twinch, Peter Head, Paul Hughes, Gary Miles, Brian Scott, Jim Talmey and John Woollard. 
 
Apologies for Absence: John Bishop, Budge Harding, Peter Crowhurst, Rev. Egar, Ray Metcalfe, Jack Neil, Ray 
Talmey and Peter Wyatt. 
 
Chairman’s Report: Bob welcomed all to the Meeting and thanked all for a good attendance. Bob also thanked 
all Members who attended the RA Assembly in Blackpool and reiterated what a great weekend and event it is 
and he recommended that more Members attend more events. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Lee advised that there is currently £392.37 available in our funds. We are still awaiting 
£320.40 back from RAA HQ regarding our gazebo. Lee advised that £230.00 has been paid out for the upkeep of 
our website. 
 
Welfare Officer’s Report: Lee provided all with a welfare update. Should any Member wish to discuss any 
welfare issues, please contact Lee directly. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
1. Mark asked for any comments from the Members with regards to the Minutes from our Meeting held on 

25th April 2025. With no comments, the Minutes were voted and passed as correct. Proposed by Paul 
Hughes and seconded by Peter Head. Carried. 

 
2. Lewes Branch RAA Annual Dinner 2025 to take place on Saturday 31st May 2025 at Lewes Golf Club. This 

event is now closed off for attendance. 
 

Maj Dickie Davies (Retd) and his wife Julie are attending as our Honoured Guests. Steve & Gerri Scudder as 
paying Guests. It is unlikely any SP for 43 Bty will be able to attend due to deployment at this time. 

 
3. AFD on Saturday 28th June 2025. Please advise Lee if you would also like to volunteer for this event. Lee is 

leading on this and has contacted all regarding this event. Would Members attending please respond to Lee 
with regards to preference of attendance (AM/PM). Mark has arranged some marketing materials. 

 
4. The RAA – RA Service of Remembrance will be held at The National Memorial Arboretum on Saturday 5th 

July 2025. Please see attached for the full details. Would Members wishing to attend, please advise Mark 
no later than 3rd July 2025 to enable Mark to advise attendance to RA HQ. 
 

5. Lewes Branch RAA Summer BBQ at St Marys’ on Saturday 26th July 2025. It was agreed that we provide a 
donation of £50.00 to the Club for help in organising cover for this event. Lee Harding has volunteered to 
organise this event and await full details in due course. 20 have confirmed to date. Please advise either way 
as planning is required. Lee has asked for volunteers to assist in this event. I.e. cooking, help set up, prepare 
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salad etc. Would any Member available to assist, please let Lee know soonest. Tex has kindly donated an 
additional gazebo for the day. 

 
6. It has been proposed that we arrange a Branch visit to Newhaven Fort as this has recently reopened and 

Members who have already visited advise that it is great. Would Members please advise if they would like 
to attend. 15 Members have expressed interest to date. The date proposed for this is Saturday 27th 
September 2025 (replacing the Ghost Walk date). 

 
7. St Barbara’s Day will be held at The Royal Garrison Church Larkhill on Sunday 7th December 2025. Members 

are encouraged to attend this event. Lunch will be provided after in the Officers’ Mess. Full details will be 
sent as soon as they are received. 

 
8. Branch Website. Send photos to Lee or Mark who will add these on the Gallery Area of our website. Please 

also contact Lee or Mark for access to the Members Area of our website. https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/  
 
9. Please remember to check your emails as this is the main medium of contact to all Members. 
 
10. Wall space in the Meeting Room. If anyone wishes to hang anything on the wall, please bring it along to the 

Meetings where Members will vote. Bob & Mark to liaise to re-arrange this display. 
 
AOB: 
11. Branch polo shirts now available. See email sent to all by Mark for full details. When ordering online and 

requiring nonstandard additions such as Name/Nickname etc., please be very specific in the instructions 
box as to where you would like this to be embroidered. E.g. On left arm, on right arm, on right breast etc. 
https://www.windsor-embroidery.co.uk/ Darryl advised that the gent who owns this has recently had a 
heart attack, so any possible orders may be delayed. 

 
12. Lewes Branch RAA business cards are now available to carry and hand out. They will be available for 

collection at every Meeting. 
 
13. John Talmey sent details of the design of a Branch Baseball Cap. Would Members please advise if they 

would like one or more of these to enable John to place an order. The cost is £10.00 each. 
 
14. Tex advised that St Marys’ Supporters Club are holding an ABBA/Mama Mia Night on Saturday 28th June 

2025 in support of Children’s Cancer. Fancy dress is an option if you wish, and this event will be attended by 
a Mrs Brown lookalike. Donations of raffle prizes for this event will be most welcome. 

 
15. The Annual Parade in Remembrance for the Polish Pilots will be held in Plumpton on 1st June 2025. Darryl 

will be Parading our Standard, and all members are welcome to attend.  
 

16. The Annual Memorial for the Indian Soldiers who were cremated in Brighton will be held on Sunday 8th 
June 2025 at 2.30 pm. at the Chattri, Patcham, Standean Lane, Brighton, BN1 8ZB. Prayers and the laying of 
the wreaths should last for approximately half an hour. Cars are able to drive right up to the Chattri on this 
day. Following the Ceremony, refreshments will be served at Patcham High School, Ladies’ Mile Road, BN1 
8PB. An exhibition which traces the role of the soldiers from India to the Western Front will be on display at 
the school. Mark will Lay our Wreath of Remembrance and Darryl will be Parading our Standard. All 
members are welcome to attend. 

 
17. Paul advised that he had been speaking to Jo at Downs School in Brighton regarding a tour of the Air Raid 

Shelters etc. Would Members showing an interest in attending this, please advise where we will look into a 
group visit. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/
https://www.windsor-embroidery.co.uk/
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With no other business, our Lewes Branch RAA May 2025 Meeting closed at 20:35. 
 
 
Our next event is the Lewes Branch RAA Annual Dinner Assembly at Lewes Golf Club on Saturday 31st May 
2025. 
 
 
The next Lewes Branch RAA Monthly Meeting is to be held on Friday 27th June 2025. 
 
Venue:  St Marys’ Supporters Club 
Dress:  Smart Casual 
Timings: 1930 for 2000 start 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain-General and Patron: His Majesty King Charles III 
President: David Harding 
Chairman: Robin Parker 
Secretary: Mark Harding 
Treasurer: Lee Harding 

Tel: 07903 702 767 
Email: theraalewes@gmail.com 

mailto:theraalewes@gmail.com
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23rd May 2025    
       
Regional/District Members and Branch Secretaries       
                      
ROYAL ARTILLERY SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
SATURDAY 5th July 2025 NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 
 
The Royal Artillery Association will conduct a Service of Remembrance at the National 
Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas on Saturday 5th July 2025 commencing at 1100 hrs.  The 
detailed timings and events are listed below.  
 

Ser 
(a) 

Time 
(b) 

Event 
(c) 

Location 
 (d) 

Remarks 
(e) 

1.  1100 hrs Arrival of guests    

2.  1100-
1130 hrs 

Refreshments – 
Tea/Coffee/Biscuits  

Visitor’s Centre Under own 
arrangements 

3.  1100 hrs Standard Bearers briefing Aspects Centre RASM/RABSM 

  4. 1115 hrs Standards form up - Inspection Outside Aspects 
Centre 

RASM/RABSM 

  5. 1130 hrs Guests are asked to make their 
way to the Aspects centre 

  

  6. 1145 hrs Congregation to be seated  Aspects Centre  

  7. 1200 hrs Service begins Aspects Centre Hon Chaplain 

  8. 1245 hrs Guests make their way to the 
garden  

Memorial Garden  

  9. 1245 hrs  Standard Bearers march to the 
RA Memorial Garden 

 RASM/RABSM 

10. 1300 hrs  Wreath Laying Ceremony  Memorial Garden Hon Chaplain  

11. 1330 hrs Refreshments & bar area 
reserved for all attendees. 

Aspects Centre Bar/Lunch under 
own arrangements 

12. 1400 hrs Band Performance Aspects Centre  

 
 
Wreath Laying: Following the Service in the Aspects Centre there will be a short wreath 
laying service at the Royal Artillery Memorial Garden.  Branches, serving units and individuals 
are very welcome to lay their own wreaths during this service. 
 
Dress: For members of the Serving Regiment, No2 Dress with medals and leather. 
 
For veterans and guests: RAA Blazer/Suit with RA Tie.  Only official medals are to be worn.  

mailto:Cas.Thoburn603@mod.gov.uk
http://www.thegunners.org.uk/


Attendance:  Please complete the form at the bottom of this document or complete the on-
line link to register attendance - Obtain tickets – Royal Artillery Service of Remembrance 2025 
– National Memorial Arboretum 

Directions:   

The Arboretum is situated in the centre of England on Croxall Road, Alrewas in 

Staffordshire. It is easy to reach from any part of the country and is close to all the Midlands 

motorways. 

ACCESS BY CAR   

M1 (southbound) – exit at Junction 28 and take the A38 south bypassing Derby and Burton 

to the A513 Tamworth then local directions. 

M1 (northbound) – exit onto M6 north then after Corley Services follow signs for M6 (Toll) & 

M42 then leave at next junction (Junction 9 M42) signposted A 446, then follow A446 

Lichfield to A38 Lichfield, then A38 Derby to A513 Tamworth then local directions. 

M6 (southbound) – exit Junction 15 follow A50 Derby then A38 Lichfield to A 513 Tamworth 

then local directions. 

M6 (northbound) South of Birmingham – follow signs for M6 (Toll) & M42 then leave at 

next junction (Junction 9 M42 ) signposted A 446, then follow A446 Lichfield to A38 Lichfield, 

then A38 Derby to A513 Tamworth then local directions. 

M6 (northbound) & M6 North of Birmingham – leave M6 at Junction 11, follow A5 then 

A38 Derby until A513 Tamworth then local directions. 

M54 (eastbound) – leave at Junction 1 and take A460 Cannock passing over M6 continue 

towards continue then follow A5 (Tamworth), then A38 Derby until A513 Tamworth then local 

directions. 

 

Local directions: from A38 at Alrewas follow Brown Signs to the National Memorial 

Arboretum following A513 towards Tamworth after about half a mile turn left at the 

roundabout following the road round to the Arboretum entrance.  

For sat nav the post code is DE13 7AR.  

PARKING 

 

Parking is available for cars, coaches, motorcycles and bicycles and your advised to pay for 

parking in advance. Home | National Memorial Arboretum   

Parking is paid via a pay and display kiosk on the day.  

 

Car parking is £8 on the day and £5 if booked in advance.   

Motorcycles is £5 on the day and £3 if booked in advance.  

Those Branches/Regiments arriving by coach are required to book in advance. Information 
for Coach Drivers | Visiting With Groups ! National Memorial Arboretum  Tel no 
01283 244 896 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/royalartillery/1627411
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/royalartillery/1627411
https://www.thenma.org.uk/
https://www.thenma.org.uk/visit-us/plan-your-visit/visiting-with-a-group/information-for-coach-drivers
https://www.thenma.org.uk/visit-us/plan-your-visit/visiting-with-a-group/information-for-coach-drivers


Blue badge holders are also required to pay parking and wider blue badge friendly spaces 

are available on a first-come, first served basis, so would need to be booked in advance. Tel 
no 01283 244 896 

ACCESS BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT  

Trains: Lichfield Trent Valley is the closest railway station (5-6 miles). Burton Railway 

Station is about 8 miles away.  

Buses: Bus route 12 runs up to every 60 minutes daytime Monday to Saturday, from Burton 

Railway Station (ideal for customers making connections to and from the Cross Country Rail 

Network) to Lichfield via Burton on Trent, New Street, Branston, Barton under Needwood, 

Alrewas and the National Memorial Arboretum, with connections to Birmingham via Hill 

Hook, Sutton Coldfield and Erdington. Bus route 7E between Burton on Trent and Lichfield 

via Branston, Barton, Yoxall, Alrewas and Fradley, calls at the Arboretum on Sundays. Bus 

timetables can be found on the Arriva Town Linx website.  

Taxis: City Cars, 01543 254999 to book. 

Accessibility: there is level access to the Visitor Centre where disabled toilet facilities are 

available. There are also firm level paths giving good access to much of the site. 

Mobility: for less mobile visitors, wheelchairs and electric scooters are available on loan 

from the visitor centre. To ensure availability they should be booked in advance. They 

respectfully ask that a suitable donation is made for use of a manual wheelchair and 

individual will incur a small charge for a motorised scooter. 

There is a transport subsidy available to Branches who travel by coach/minibus, and standard 
bearers.  The current subsidy form can be obtained from RHQ RAA.  Those wishing to claim 
the subsidy should apply with their coach invoice to the RAA Office by 31st July 2025. 

 

  

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/serviceInformation.aspx?id=2417


ROYAL ARTILLERY SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION 
SATURDAY 5th July 2025 NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 

 
 
Branch/Regional/District ……………………………………………………………… 
 
Numbers attending……………………………………………………………………. 
 
The Branch Standard will/will not be paraded* 
 
The Standard Bearer is ……………………………………………………………… 
 
Travelling: (Please tick) 
 
Coach/Minibus □ 
Car □ 
Train □ 
 
Subsidy to be claimed Yes/No*  
 
*Please delete as appropriate 
 
 
Please complete and return to Cas Thoburn, Artillery House, Royal Artillery Barracks, Larkhill, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 8QT by no later than 6th June 2025, send via email 
cas.thoburn603@mod.gov.uk or complete the on-line registration: Obtain tickets – Royal 
Artillery Service of Remembrance 2025 – National Memorial Arboretum 
 
 
 

mailto:cas.thoburn603@mod.gov.uk
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