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- The Gunners -

Newsletter - April 2025

Welcome to the The Royal Artillery Charities Newsletter. This is where you can keep up to date
with all the regimental family's news and information.

If you have any news for the Gunner website or the Newsletter from your regiments, branches,
districts and regions we would like to receive them. Please ensure that you have permission to
share information and images.

Message from the Royal Artillery Regimental Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the
Royal Artillery Charities

Dear Members

It is an honour for me to write my first message to you as | take up my new role from Matthew Carter who retires
after seven years of tremendous service to The Royal Regiment.

What has struck me in these first few weeks is the energy and passion that permeates across the Association.
This flows from Regimental Headquarters where Dickie, Cas and Fay are beyond committed to ensuring the
Association can be the very best version of itself, down into the Branches from which I've already met some
amazing members, and onto the Serving Regiment where the relationships with Batteries continue to flourish. |
had the privilege of attending my first National Executive Committee recently where that same energy and
passion came across in spades from your Regional Representatives.

| take up this post after serving in the Army for 32 years. While | have undertaken, like most officers, a number of
jobs away from the Royal Artillery | never forgot ‘who’ | am — Once a Gunner...always a Gunner. I'm unusual in the
officer corps having only served in Field Artillery units: 15(twice) 3" and 19 before | finally broadened my
horizons(!) when | commanded 14 Regiment which contained elements from across the Royal Regiment.
Throughout, | have had a deeply personal, and professional, relationship with your amazing charities and so to
find myself in a position where | can continue to give back is an absolute honour and a privilege; | hope | can
serve you well.
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I look forward to meeting many more of you at the events in our packed calendar — Gunner Sunday, the RA
Assembly, the National Memorial Arboretum, Hyde Park Corner to name but a few. As | write, | note Gunner
Sunday is now fully booked and has 11 Standard Bearers attending — just one example of the strength of
community and commitment across the Association - thank you for supporting these events.

And thank you to those of you who take on leadership and representational roles. You are all volunteers and you
are, without doubt, the ‘engine room’ of the Association. | am, therefore, delighted to note the Association has
this year introduced a Recognition of Long Service Award for branch committee members, standard bearers and
district or regional representatives who have completed 5 years (bronze award), 10 years (silver) or 15 years
(gold) cumulative, and currently active, service in any of the roles mentioned above. The award will be in the form
of a lapel pin (this year awarded at the RA Assembly) which those awarded should wear with rightful pride.

I'll finish where | started, it's an honour to be in this role and as | settle into it, | think of the quote attributed to
Theodore Roosevelt that drives my approach to all things: “People don’t care how much you know, until they know

how much you care”.

Paul Bates

- Events -

Please monitor the RA website and facebook page for any further information and event updates.
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FRIDAY 16™ - SUNDAY 18™ MAY 2025
= NORBRECKSCASTLENH OIMEIL
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For what will be one of the largest social gatherings of Gunners, a truly memorable weekend.
Enjoy a spectacular programme of entertainment, including dancing to Live Bands, Fantastic Production
Shows and International Cabarets. All appearing at the Royal Artillery Grand Gala Dinner Night.

3 Night Package inclusive of Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
(Including RA Grand Gala Dinner - Saturday 17th May) - Just £165.50 per Person

2 Night Package inclusive of Dinner, Bed & Breakfast
(Including RA Grand Gala Dinner - Saturday 17th May) - Just £137.50 per Person

Grand Gala Dinner Only - No Accommodation £30.00 per person

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

+ Checkin from 3pm + Full English Breakfast + Full English Breakfast
+/3 Cotirse Carvery Dnner + Standard Bearers Competition
A i + Annual / s
+ Entertainment + Sunset v * Themed Buffet
+ Civic Reception + Entertainment
¢ Gala Dinner
+ Live Entertainment

« Church Service

To book a Gala Inclusive Package - call 0161923 0300 and quote RAANB0525

Calls cost 13p per minute plus your chosen phone company access charge.

A refundable deposit of £35 per person is required when booking Gala Inclusive Packages.
Please remember to advise the reservationist of your branch when booking.

For Gala Dinner Only bookings - please call 01253 500 701
Accommodation reservations cannot be made on this line (O 00 701)
FREE PARKING FOR RESIDENTIAL GUESTS, NON RESIDENTS TO PAY AT THE PAY AND DISPLAY.

Norbreck Castle Hotel, Queens Promenade, Blackpool, FY2 9AA. www.britanniahotels.com




Royal Artillery Service of Remembrance

The Royal Artillery Association will conduct the Royal Artillery Service of Remembrance at the National Memorial
Arboretum, Alrewas on Saturday 5™ July 2025 commencing at 1100 hrs. All members of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery and their families are welcome to attend. Please find further details of the

events www.thegunners.org.uk/events
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- RAA Branch News -
Join Your Association Here

Canterbury Branch

In January Canterbury Branch visited their local primary school, St Stephen’s, they have developed a link with the
School and visit throughout the year, keeping in touch with the children and engaging with the local community.

Birmingham Branch

February marks the 515 Anniversary of the M62 coach bomb that killed twelve people, including a wife and two
children; aged 5 and 2 and injured over 38 others. On that day the Catterick Garrison trooping coach was on its
Liverpool-Manchester-Catterick weekend commute, the bus was full of soldiers and their families.

The annual service is attended by many serving, veterans, families and Branches to pay their respect at the M62
Coach Bomb Memorial, within the grounds of Hearthead Moor Service Station.
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Aigburth-Merseyside Branch

103 AD Regt’s Ex A Bty (HSF) force which was initially formed in 1985 by the Conservative Government at the
height of the Cold War, the Home Service Force (HSF) bolstered the UK’'s Home Defence assets, units were
primarily tasked to defend Key Points throughout the UK against sabotage from enemy Special Forces.
Disbanding officially in 1993 at Altcar they joined the Regiment continuing to assist in passing on their skills.

Veterans from the Branch have for the past 30 plus years, embarked on numerous walks to raise funds for the
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital Trust raising over £30,000. Branch members met at the Delamere Forest Visitor
Centre on 25 September 2024 for the annual sponsored walk. This year the walkers fundraised £2,850.

Lewes Branch

Lewes Branch were invited to visit their affiliated Bty, 43 Bty, Lloyd's Company at Larkhill Camp on 6 February
2025. They were given a tour of Larkhill Garrison by Sgt Mark Mawby, who arranged for a viewing of the
Watchkeeper TUAS and gave a demonstration of it's capability.

WO1 (RSM) Nothard invited the Branch members to lunch in the WOs' and Sgts' Mess, presenting each member
with a mess polo shirt; a very kind gesture, which was gratefully received. For some of the Members, it had been
more than 40 years since they had visited Larkhill, and some had never been in a Mess before, so it was a real
eye opener to see the modern Gunners in operation.

That afternoon the group received a guided tour at the RA Museum, where they were given a presentation on
military aviation. Some members greeted the guns like long lost friends...



In the evening, the members were joined in a local pub by the BSM, Nicky Hunt and several other Officers and
SNCOs for dinner and many stories, both new and old were shared.

The Branch had a great time and thank all those who made their day very special.

The following day they visited the D-Day Museum in Southsea.

Northern Ireland Gunners Exercise Lionheart Reunion Dinner

In September 1984, Exercise Lionheart took place in Northern Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium. It was the
largest British reinforcement exercise held since the Second World War, involving over 130,000 troops. The 1BR
Corps FTX element, Exercise Spearpoint, involved 97,000 men and over 750MBT. New equipment included the
Challenger tank, tracked Rapier, Saxon APC and Tornado aircraft.

Northern Ireland Gunners from 102 (Ulster and Scottish) AD Regt RA (V) (now 105 Regt RA) took part,
Commanded by Lt Col John Steele. The Regiment was proudly piped onto the Ferry taking us to the European
mainland and our first deployment locations as low level air defence equipped with the Blowpipe missile system.
The Exercise was a success for the Regiment, and together with our fellow Gunners from 207 Battery, based in
Glasgow and Edinburgh, and 212 Battery from Dundee and Arbroath, much was learned in preparation for a
possible major European conflict that was never far from our thoughts in those days.

For the past 30 years, former members of the Northern Ireland Officers’ Mess and their successors, have met in
Coleraine, the home of 206 Battery, for an annual Lionheart Dinner. The brainchild of then Troop Commander,
now Major (Ret'd), Sam Irwin, the gathering has become a firm calendar fixture. This year, on Saturday 8" March,
eighteen of the old, but also not so old, and bold assembled as usual for the 30" Anniversary dinner. In
attendance is Lt Col Murray Barnes, Regimental Second in Command on Exercise Lionheart, unfortunately, in
recent years we have lost both the then BC 206 Battery Maj lan McLean, and more recently Commanding Officer



Lt Col Steele. Nevertheless, the craic was mighty as we say, and the stories still bear repetition, even after 30
years.

RAA Annual Return & Summary of Accounts

Branches who have not submitted their Branch Annual Return and an up-to-date nominal roll, please forward to
the RAA soonest.

Thank you to all Branch Treasurer's who submitted their Summary of Accounts for 2024, very much appreciated.

- The Royal Artillery Charitable Fund -

RACF Welfare Team Quarterly Report

The RACF to date has provided 182 Gunners help with household goods, bereavement costs, annual grants and
other essential items. The RACF has provided £147k in help this year alone. Can we help you or someone you
know? Reach out to us so we can help our Gunner family. Unfortunately we cannot help with needs such as
private medical or legal fees.

The team is here to help and we can be contacted by email: RARHQ-RACF-WELFARE-MAILBOX@mod.gov.uk or
via our website RA Charitable Fund Application - RA Association (thegunners.org.uk) We aim to respond in 3
working days. We can signpost you and discuss the next step to help. Our office number is 01980 634309 if you
would like to speak to someone or leave a message. If you're serving, pop in and speak to your UWO for help and
advice.

Or

Call SSAFA on 0800 731 4880, the Royal British Legion on 0808 802 8080 to get a case up to us.
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Thank You's

"I want to express my heart felt gratitude for your time and support during a very challenging period in my life.
Your assistance made it possible for me to travel to Australia to be with my father, who was in critical condition.
Thank you very much from the bottom of my heart for being there for me when I needed it the most. Your support
allowed me to be with my dad during a critical time, and I will always remember your kindness". - Serving Soldier

"Myself and my daughter would like to thank you and the royal artillery association for the kind gift card you gave

us. It is much appreciated, and we would both like to wish you and yours a very merry Christmas and happy new
year" — Serving Soldiers family

- The Gunner Lottery -

Gunner Lottery is for the benefit of the Gunner charities and the Lottery can raise much needed funds and raise
awareness of the good work done by the Royal Artillery charities. Thank you to everyone who supports the
Lottery and congratulations to the winners each week. Good luck in the weekly Draws.

3 Digits: You'll win 5 Entries into the next Draw
4 Digits: £25 Cash Prize

5 Digits: £1,000 Cash Prize

6 Digits: £25,000 Cash Prise

You can take part as an individual or syndicate; Battery, Regiment or RAA Branch. You could be in with a chance
of winning the top prize of £25,000 each week.

The Draw takes place every Friday.
JOIN TODAY Gunner Lottery

Gunner Lottery

JOIN TODAY

to be in with a chance of winning

For every £1 entry, at least
50p goes directly to The
Royal Artillery Charities

Fantastic cash prizes up to

£25,000

could be yours!

s WhO SETVe. SuBporting o,
ho h;

www.thegunners.org.uk
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- Regimental News -
Thank you very much for your continued support and fundraising for the Gunner Charities.

Royal Artillery Association Battery Grants

One of the charitable objects of the Association is to promote comradeship, fostering esprit de corps and
preserving traditions. Each year the Association makes funds available to Batteries in the form of annual grants
to help fund Battery events, improve conditions for members of the Battery and their dependants.

Find out more information from Carla.brawn100@mod.gov.uk or through your chain of command.

3/29 (Corunna) Battery, 4th Regiment Royal Artillery

On Thursday 16th of January 2025, 3/29 Corunna Battery participated in Corunna day celebrating the
anniversary of the battle of Corunna as well as the amalgamation of 3 Battery and 29 (Corunna) Battery. The day
started off strong with a 5-a-side football tournament, PT challenge and other activities in the morning, which
pitted the likes of Inkerman, Falklands and Chalmers troops against each other in a fierce head-to-head battle to
prove who really are the best troop within the battery. Whilst troop pride was certainly on the ling, it also
encouraged a sense of camaraderie through the medium of sport, not just within the troops, but the Battery as a
whole. What followed was an exemplary example of sportsmanship, dedication, and teamwork, which the Battery
prides itself upon.

In the afternoon, the Battery donned Spanish-themed fancy dress to further test their skills in another series of
challenges, which included building the best Corunna tower out of straws and a relay race. Whilst we are not
engineers, the spectacle of the towers being created was truly a masterpiece, and running in fancy dress
certainly requires some skill to pull off.

In the evening, the Battery held a formal dinner in the WOs' and Sgts’ Mess, in which we were also joined by
some very special guest veterans bringing all the members of Corunna Battery together to honour our history
and pay tribute to the members of the Regiment who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

All'in all, Corunna Day was a resounding success, a sentiment which was shared with the other members of the
Battery. Events like these are integral to preserving history and serves as a stark reminder of where we come
from as a Battery and honouring those that have gone before us.
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E Battery, 1st Regiment Royal Horse Atrtillery

E Battery recently celebrated its 230" Battery Birthday, the day was marked by the Officers and SNCOs of the
Battery serving Gunfire and bacon rolls to the junior soldiers at 0600 hrs, followed by a Battery photograph, an
inter troop sports competition and an excellent dinner night held for all ranks in the WOs' and Sgts’

Mess. Throughout the day, the Battery hosted two members of the Royal Artillery Association. The Association
kindly contributed funds to the help cover the cost of the day, fostering comradeship respective of rank, between
all who are serving and who have served.

i




Fundraising for your Charity

The Charities use Enthuse as their fundraising platform. If you are fundraising for the RACF/RAA or
supporting the Charity with individual donations, please click_here to donate or to set up a fundraising page.

The Cornwall Cup

The Cup is awarded to the Regiment or establishment that raises the most funds for the Royal Artillery
Charitable Fund (RACF).

The RACF is extremely grateful for the efforts of those who have been able to raise funds for the charity, in
addition to the significant sum donated by individuals through the service giving scheme each year. Donations
such as this enable us to continue to support individual serving and retired members of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery, and their families, who are in need, as well as supporting the serving Regiment with grants to support
welfare and comradeship.

Many congratulations to 32 Regiment RA for raising the largest sum in 2024. We would encourage all regiments
to consider the RACF when organising sponsored events during the current year — Charity begins at home!
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- Awards/Grants -

Joan Wanklyn Memorial Prize

The Joan Wanklyn Memorial prize is a bursary to be presented each year by the Royal Artillery Association in
memory of Miss Joan Wanklyn who was, for many years, our Regimental Artist.

(King's Troop Royal Horse Atrtillery - oil on board is reproduced by kind permission of Jess Hills. www.jessicahills.com)

The Bursary comprises a cheque of £500 is to be presented at the RA Assembly to the artist who produces a
piece of work judged worth of exhibition at the following year's Assembly. Applications are open to the sons,
daughters and grandchildren of Serving or Retired members of the Regiment, regardless of rank or station, who
have reached the tertiary stage of education and are in or about to begin their first year of a course at a
recognised College or University to study art in its broader form.

Contact Carla Brawn on 0300 160 9714 or email Carla for further details carla.brawn100@mod.gov.uk

- Communications -

Gunner App

Gunner Net is a one-stop shop for the entire Gunner Family: Serving (Regular and Reserve), Retired and their
Families. With links to every Gunner Regiment’s Welfare, Padre and Medical personnel, it can provide easy to
reach support for the whole Gunner Family should they need it. It also has a wealth of other agencies for support
via the HARDFACTS system, with links across all areas to help make contact as easy as possible. We also
provide links to each Gunner Regiment, including their many social media platforms, to make it easier to keep in
contact with the whole Royal Regiment.

It remains a work in progress and we always encourage suggestions for improvement and links to agencies that
will support the Gunner Family — please get in contact with James Billingham if you have any
ideas! James.Billingham100@mod.gov.uk
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Download the QR codes below:

Apple Android

Gunner & Journal of the Royal Artillery

The GUNNER magazine and RA Journal are now available on line via the website, please click on the button
below to view the recent issue.
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-RA Historical Society-

Military History Webinars

The RA Historical Society arranges Zoom On-Line Webinars for its members on Gunner military history subjects.
If you would like a copy of the Back Catalogue with links to the You Tube recordings of webinars held in the last
12 Months, please contact the RAHS Secretary.

If you wish to attend the webinars below please contact the RAHS Secretary, Lt Col Richard
Clayton: richard.clayton312@gmail.com:

RA Historical Society
2025 Programme

Date and Eveiit Subiect Lecturer/ Bookings Cost per
Even ubjec!

Timings : e Lead Close Head
Wednesday Spring Lecture, | Wellington and Expeditionary Warfare in | Col Nick Lipscombe | Wednesday 19 | To be
02 April Artillery Centre, | the Iberian Peninsula 1807-1814 March notified
1100-1200 hrs Larkhill
Wednesday Webinar The Walcheren Expedition 1809 Dr Martin Howard Friday 16 May | Nil
21 May 1930
hrs

These events are open to all Gunners. To register please email Lt Col Clayton, RAHS Secretary:
richard.clayton312@gmail.com by the dates shown

All Gunners are eligible to join the Society. Please contact the Secretary for details.
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