
 

· The Gunners · 

Newsletter - April 2024  

Welcome to the The Royal Artillery Charities Newsletter. This is where you can keep up to date 
with all the regimental family's news and information.   

If you have any news for the Gunner website or the Newsletter from your regiments, branches, 
districts and regions we would like to receive them. Please ensure that you have permission to 

share information and images. 

The Gunners 

Message from the RAA Association Secretary 

Dear Members 

As I write this, I am just a couple of months shy of having been your Association Secretary for two years.  The 
time has quite simply flown by, in part because of the amazing people that I have met during this time, people 
from both our serving and veteran communities and I am as motivated today with my role and responsibility 
as I was on my very first day. The support and engagement I have received, which includes all our Gunner 
family; from my weekly fireside meetings with our Phase Two leavers, all the way through to our Chelsea 
Pensioners and even a couple of Normandy Veterans whose stories and experiences are even more poignant 
in this, the 80th year since Normandy. 

It is also my absolute privilege to be able to say that for the second year running our active membership 
within the RAA is up.  This is not simply attributable to the development of our National Branches – Old 
Comrades Associations (OCAs) and Interest Group Association but also to membership increases in several 
of our regional branches, as well as the exciting prospect of having more new branches opening and I look 
forward to working with Sheffield, Morecambe, and Fylde along with development opportunities in Worcester, 
Southampton and Portsmouth. 

As I mentioned this year is the 80th Anniversary of Operation Overlord and the Royal Artillery Service of 
Remembrance at the National Memorial Arboretum on 13th July will very much have a Normandy foundation 
and focus.  We are also this year dovetailing our event in the morning with the 5th Regiment RA NMA 
Pilgrimage in the afternoon, and to continue on from last year we will be retaining the ASPECTS Centre all day, 

https://www.thegunners.org.uk/


so post service we will have our own refreshments and bar area, as well as location for the Lancashire 
Artillery Band to deliver their post service performance. 

I can’t believe it is already Easter and whilst I know it has come early this year it’s surprising to think that in 
less than 6 weeks’ time, we will be all coming together in Blackpool for the 2024 Annual Assembly, I look 
forward to seeing you all there. 

Finally, I would just like to personally thank all the RSMs, Regional Representatives, Branch Committees and 
Chelsea Pensioners for all your support during my time and whilst on the subject, I would like the opportunity 
just to mention our two annual events at the Royal Hospital Chelsea.  The attendance and interest in these 
have sustainably grown - Gunner Sunday 28th Apr is now fully booked for lunch and for those attending I look 
forward to catching up with you there, and the other is Founder’s Day on the 6th Jun, this is not an RAA event 
but I do have a couple of places available if you are interested, please contact me directly if you wish to 
attend. 

So, from the RAA Team we would like to wish you all a Peaceful and Happy Easter, I hope you all get to spend 
time with your families and I look forward to seeing you with your other family ‘The Gunners’ at our various 
event in the Spring and early Summer. 

Dickie Davies 

  

· Events · 

Please monitor the RAA website and facebook page for any further information and event updates. 

Forecast of Events 

  

Gunner Sunday  

Gunner Sunday at the Royal Hospital Chelsea will take place on 28th April 2024.   All serving Gunners and 
veterans and their families are invited to attend.  

Please contact the RAA Assistant Secretary, Cas Thoburn for further 
information cas.thoburn603@mod.gov.uk 

Lunch is now fully booked.      

Royal Artillery Service of Remembrance  

The Royal Artillery Association will conduct the Royal Artillery Service of Remembrance at the National 
Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas on Saturday 13th July 2024 commencing at 1100 hrs.   

All members of the Royal Regiment of Artillery and their families are welcome to attend.   Please find further 
details of the event www.thegunners.org.uk/events 

  

https://email.lovejiffymail.com/t/r-l-tikjldkd-nbjrhjkiu-r/
https://www.thegunners.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/102214032554
mailto:cas.thoburn603@mod.gov.uk
https://www.thegunners.org.uk/news-and-events/


· RAA Branch News · 

50th Anniversary – M62 Coach Bomb   

February 4th marked the 50th Anniversary of the M62 coach bomb that killed twelve people, including a wife 
and two children; aged 5 and 2 and injured over 38 others. On that day the Catterick Garrison trooping coach 
was on its Liverpool-Manchester-Catterick weekend commute and the bus was filled with soldiers and their 
families, wives and children. 

Bdr Terence Griffin aged 24 and Gnr Leonard Godden aged 22 from 4th Light Regiment RA lost their lives. 

Over 500 people attended the Service; serving soldiers, veterans and cadet organisations paraded to pay their 
respects at the M62 Coach Bomb Memorial, within the grounds of the Heartshead Moor Service Station. 

During the Service many wreaths were laid by families, RAA Branches, local dignitaries and the Commanding 
Officer, 4th Regiment RA. The Association was supremely represented by Branches from all over the 
Northern, North West and North Wales Regions. Branch Standard Bearers paraded alongside other 
organisations with over 60 Standards on parade. 

We Will Remember Them 

  

Lewes Branch 

On Friday 29th December 2023, Lewes Branch RAA held their final monthly meeting of 2023 at the care home 
of our President, Peter Godding. The meeting took place at Lydfords Care Home in East Hoathly where Peter 
now resides. 

Peter had not been able to attend Meetings in nearly two years and Members knew how important it was for 
Peter to see everyone from the Branch. The Care Home were very accommodating and provided a room for 
the meeting and a splendid buffet with refreshments. 

At the end of the Meeting, Peter was presented with a wooden carving of the Royal Artillery cap badge by 
Branch Secretary Mark Harding and the Branch Chairman, Michael Hobden gave Peter a gift of his favourite 
chocolates and beer.  It was a truly great reunion and evening. 

An article was published in the local newspaper, Sussex Express where Peter said “I have had the best 
evening seeing everyone again. I have not stopped smiling and laughing. It is such an amazing feeling that 
such a loving group of people care so much about me, that they helped me to live out a dream – and I didn’t 
even ask”. 

Lewes Branch RAA have arranged to hold a Meeting at Lydfords each quarter to enable Peter to remain 
involved and continue to see all. 

  

 

https://email.lovejiffymail.com/t/r-l-tikjldkd-nbjrhjkiu-r/


Biggleswade Branch 

The recent AGM of Biggleswade Branch was an end of era with the resignation of their long serving Chairman, 
Ted McKenzie.  Both the incoming Chairman , Mr Mark Aikens and the President Terry Harragan paid tribute 
to Ted's 13 year tenure as a stalwart of the Branch and wished him and his partner Kathy (former Branch 
Secretary) well for the future.  

National Executive Committee - Spring Meeting  

On the 12th March 2024 a few of the committee members who travelled long distances to attend the 
Meeting, met in the RA Officers' Mess before the Spring Meeting the following day.  The National Executive 
Meeting meets three times a year, whose objectives are to promote comradeship, esprit de corps and the 
relief of need.  

  

 · RAA Annual Return & Summary of Accounts · 

Branches who have not submitted their Branch Annual Return and an up to date nominal roll, please forward 
to the RAA soonest.  

Thank you to all the Branch Treasurer's who submitted their Summary of Accounts for 2023, very much 
appreciated.  

  

· The Royal Artillery Charitable Fund · 

RACF Welfare Team Quarterly Report 

2024 has seen many complex cases with many different needs for our serving, veteran Gunners, and their 
dependants when they are struggling to find funding for essential needs. 

So far this year the RACF have helped to pledge 176 grants totalling £130,300. 

If you have a concern about finding the money for something you need, please contact us. We cannot 
however help with private medical or legal fees.  

Please do not hesitate to ask for help if you need it. Call SSAFA on 0800 731 4880, the Royal British Legion 
on 0808 802 8080 to get a case to the RACF or contact us on either 0300 167 3998/0300 158 7035. 

We can be contacted by email: RARHQ-RACF-WELFARE-MAILBOX@mod.gov.uk ,  RA Charitable Fund 
Application - RA Association (thegunners.org.uk)  

Where and how much we have helped in 2023 

 
 
 

mailto:RARHQ-RACF-WELFARE-MAILBOX@mod.gov.uk


Thank You's 

‘I wish to give you a huge thank you and my appreciation for the kind payment you have given me for support 
in 2023. I am very grateful to receive it with many thanks. The help you have donated has made a huge benefit 
to my living costs. 

78 yr old widow of 5 yr RA veteran - Annual Grant 

‘I would like to express our sincere gratitude for your donation of £££ towards the cost of a stairlift for my 
husband. A stairlift means he will no longer be a prisoner in his own home, he will no longer have to sleep on 
a sofa bed in the lounge and he will be able to access the shower room. Besides this he will be able to reach 
the front door to take journeys away from home. Apart from the physical benefits, he will be able to go out 
and meet people which will give him the stimulation that he needs and thrives on.  You have also helped to 
make life easier for me, his wife and carer.’ 

56 yr old 12 yr RA veteran -  Mobility 

‘Just to say thank you so much for my card and cheques. It will be put towards a few reflexology sessions 
which help with my pain.’ 

45 yr old widow of RA soldier killed in action 

‘I am writing this correspondence to thank everyone at the Royal Artillery Charitable Fund for the recent 
Christmas card and cheque. After receiving from yourselves help for my long-term ill wife I didn’t think that I 
would receive such a heartfelt card and content which took me by surprise.  It’s easy to express one’s feelings 
on paper but in reality, words are never enough for this kindness.’  

51 yr old 27 yr RA veteran - Respite 

‘I am writing to express my gratitude on behalf of the soldiers…who have received Christmas cards from the 
RACF.  The generosity of the RACF has undoubtedly helped my soldiers as we come to the end of another 
long term in XX Regt. In a time when our service personnel, like much of the country are finding it hard to 
make ends meet, it is a welcome reminder to us all in the Gunner family that there is help and support out 
there’ 

BC RA Unit 

  

· The Gunner Lottery · 

Gunner Lottery is for the benefit of the Gunner charities and replaced the RAA Annual Draw.   The hope is that 
the Lottery can raise much needed funds and raise awareness of the good work done by the Royal Artillery 
charities. Thank you to everyone who supports the Lottery and congratulations to the winners each 
week.  Good luck in future Draws.  

3 Digits: You'll win 5 Entries into the next Draw 

4 Digits: £25 Cash Prize  



5 Digits: £1,000 Cash Prize 

6 Digits: £25,000  Cash Prise  

You can take part as an individual or syndicate;  Battery, Regiment or RAA Branch.  You could be in with a 
chance of winning the top prize of £25,000 each week.  

The Draw takes place every Friday.   

JOIN TODAY Gunner Lottery  

  

 · Regimental News · 

Thank you very much for your continued support and fundraising for the Gunner Charities.   

Royal Artillery Association Battery Grants  

One of the charitable objects of the Association is to promote comradeship, fostering esprit de corps and 
preserving traditions.  Each year the Association makes funds available to Batteries in the form of annual 
grants to help fund Battery events, improve conditions for members of the Battery and their dependants. 

Find out more information from  emm.pagan-skelley100@mod.gov.uk or through your chain of command.   

3rd Regiment Royal Horse Artillery 

J (Sidi Rezegh) Headquarters Battery 

We extend our deepest thanks to the Royal Artillery Association for their invaluable contribution towards the J 
(Sidi Rezegh) Battery Birthday celebration, an unforgettable event. Their generous donation has not only 
fuelled the festivities but also strengthened the bonds within our Battery. The Royal Artillery Association’s 
commitment to supporting events that honour our military history is truly commendable. Their contribution 
has allowed us to enhance the scale and significance of the J Battery birthday celebration, creating an 
atmosphere of camaraderie and pride. 

As we commemorated the 82nd anniversary of the Battle of Sidi Rezegh, we not only honoured the memory of 
Second Lieutenant George Ward Gunn VC MC, but also celebrate the indomitable spirit of all of the soldiers J 
(Sidi Rezegh) Battery, both past and present.  Breaking temporarily from tradition, the Battery has seized an 
opportunity to reward its serving members with a chance to explore the lakes and to introduce its youngest 
members to the joy of hillwalking, this was followed by a visit to Honiston Slate mine and historical tour. 
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19th Regiment Royal Artillery  

13 (Martinique 1809) HQ Battery  

13 (Martinique 1809) HQ Battery of 19 Regiment Royal Artillery (The Scottish Gunners) celebrated Martinique 
day (25th February), the Battery birthday on the 22nd February. The day served as a fantastic opportunity for 
serving members of the Battery to get together and celebrate the Battery, developing professional 
relationships between its members as well as sharing knowledge and Battery traditions. 

With well over 80% of the Battery in attendance it was good to see everyone together. Usually with being a HQ 
Battery, we are dispersed around the Regiment or working in small teams within our departments. The day 
comprised of a photo at the Salisbury Cathedral, a team go karting endurance race and an evening function in 
the Henry VC WO’s and Sgt’s mess. 

The go karting at Haynes motor museum was enjoyed by all even though the rain was torrential, and the track 
was outdoors. Luckily, the go karting company were well prepared for the weather and issued us waterproof 
coveralls, a big relief to a few of the soldiers that turned up in shorts and t shirts. The RAO’s team were the 
overall winners of the go karting event, with the RAO, Maj Lynch also setting the track lap record of the 
competition. He also definitely spent the most time on the track out of everybody racing! The activity was 
perfect for the day as it gave everybody a chance to compete against each other regardless of their rank, skill 
or experience. 

The evening function was well received by all. It served as a good platform to share Bty history as well as 
introduce the JNCO’s of the Bty to Mess etiquette. The meal prepared by the Battery chefs was delicious and 
the entertainment from the pipes and drums was fantastic. There were two prestigious awards given out from 
the Battery Commander (Maj A G Wright RA) and Battery Sergeant Major (WO2 A J Assad). Best JNCO 
awarded to Cpl Needham and best Pte soldier awarded to Pte Tamang, for exceptional performance both in 
and out of work. 

I would personally like to thank the Royal Artillery Association for enabling us to conduct this event, with their 
financial support. This will remain one of the most memorable days of my career. 

47 Regiment Royal Artillery 

43 Battery (LLOYD’S COMPANY) 

On Thursday 20 July 23, 43 Battery (LLOYD’S COMPANY) 47 Regiment RA celebrated their Birthday. 
 


