LEWES BRANCH
ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 2025 MEETING
29" August 2025 — St Marys’ Supporters Club
Meeting Opened at 20:00

The Commemoration of The Gunners: Read by Our Chairman, Bob Parker.

Members Present: Tex Rees-Avery, John Bishop, Jerry Docherty, Budge Harding, Lee Harding, Mark Harding, Bob
Parker, Darryl Twinch, Mick Bird, Mark Eve, Paul Hughes, Colin Kemp, Andy Reddy, Brian Scott, Steve Winter and
John Woollard.

Apologies for Absence: John Talmey, Peter Crowhurst, Rev. Egar, Lawrence Gray, Peter Head, Michael Hobden,
Phil Kemp, Pater Marcantonio, Ray Metcalfe, Gary Miles, Simon Odey, John Shill, Michael Sinclair, Alan South,
Jim Talmey, Ray Talmey, Michael Taylor, Brian Walter and Peter Wyatt.

Chairman’s Report: Bob welcomed all to the Meeting and thanked those who attended the Dieppe Raid in
Newhaven.

Treasurer’s Report: Lee advised that there is currently £833.71 available in our funds. We are still awaiting
£320.40 back from RAA HQ regarding our gazebo.

Welfare Officer’s Report: Lee provided all with a welfare update. Should any Member wish to discuss any
welfare issues, please contact Lee directly.

Secretary’s Report:

1. Mark asked for any comments from the Members with regards to the Minutes from our Meeting held on
18™ July 2025. With no comments, the Minutes were voted and passed as correct. Proposed by Darryl
Twinch and seconded by Mark Eve. Carried.

2. Lewes Branch RAA Summer BBQ at St Marys’ on Saturday 26™ July 2025. Great event and day and all had a
great time. The rematch of the Annual Skittles was won by The Ladies bringing the score to 2 — 2. Mark
Harding was kindly presented with “The Button” by Chairman Bob Parker for his impeccable dress.

3. 43 Bty Update: They are still running the Flight School in Texas. Troops have had some down time and
attended a Dallas Cowboys Game which was well needed. They have been asked to deploy again to Estonia
next year, but the BSM has challenged this as they have deployed so much recently, she feels they need
some down time to get some good training in and the Bty doesn’t burn out — TBC. Nicky Hunt, BSM 43 Bty
sends her best wishes to all Branch Members. | will be visiting 43 Bty over 7/8 October.

4. Newhaven Fort Trip Saturday 27" September 2025 followed by a meal at the Thai Elephant 2. Would
Members please advise if they would like to attend this event. 18 Members have confirmed to date for the
Fort visit and 17 for the meal. John Talmey has confirmed that the entrance cost for the fort is £7.00 for
Veterans. The cost for the meal is £28.90 for the “all you can eat” menu. Timings are to be at the Fort from
14:00 onwards and book the Thai Elephant 2 for 18:30. We have to pay a deposit of £5 per person. Mark
will pay this once all confirmed on the Branch Card, and then Members can pay back.



10.

11.

12.

There is to be a Grave clean-up for Major General Sir Christopher Teesdale VC KCMG CB Royal Artillery
followed by a rededication ceremony on Monday 29" September 2025 (TBC) at St Mary Magdalene
Churchyard, South Bersted, near Bognor Regis, PO22 9QE. RA HQ have asked for Members including
Standard Bearers to attend. Darryl and Mark Harding have confirmed they are available for this date. Mark
will provide more detail as he gets them. Members are requested to attend if possible.

Our Lewes Branch RAA Annual Christmas Dinner has been booked on Saturday 29" November 2025 at
Lewes Golf Club. Mark has sent the menu proforma to all (please reply either way soonest). WO1 (RASM)
Alfie Lightfoot is attending as our Honoured Guest. BSM 43 Bty has also confirmed that they will be sending
2 SP to join us. Please see the Menu Proforma attached to this email. Please confirm your attendance/non-
attendance to Mark soonest.

St Barbara’s Day will be held at The Royal Garrison Church Larkhill on Sunday 7" December 2025. Members
are encouraged to attend this event. Lunch will be provided after in the Officers’ Mess. Full details will be
sent as soon as they are received. Should enough Members wish to attend, we will look at hiring a minibus.
If possible, Mark will also discuss a visit to 43 Bty.

Mark has contacted the BSM 43 Bty requesting 4 x Sentinels and possibly a Wreath Layer for our Lewes
Remembrance Parade. Mark Harding has confirmed that he is unable to attend this Parade and Paul
Hughes has kindly volunteered to Lay our Wreath of Remembrance and act as chaperone for 43 Bty. Mark
will liaise with 43 Bty and Paul to arrange all of this. Mark has spoken to Carly and booked St Marys’ for
before the Parade from 13:00 for Members and 43 Bty to change and meet and after the Parade with a
buffet.

Armed Forces Day 2026. It seems that the RBL have beaten us to it and we are unable to have a pitch at this
event. However, it has been confirmed that we are able to have a pitch at a supermarket such as Tesco. |
have applied for access to their Charity access which | have. Do we want to have a stand there for this
Event. The footfall should be good, we get in the public eye and we should get lots of donations etc. TBC.

Worthing Branch RAA has now closed. | am in conversation with Stephen Kent who was their standard
bearer. We may wish to take him onto our books and he can keep the Standard for events/funerals etc. He
doesn’t drive but that’s not our problem. We may also get others onboard too (but not many). Mark to
provide further details once he has spoken to Stephen.

Branch Website. Send photos to Lee or Mark who will add these on the Gallery Area of our website. Please
also contact Lee or Mark for access to the Members Area of our website. https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/

Please remember to check your emails as this is the main medium of contact to all Members.

AOB:

13.

OpCOMMUNITY: Originally, an NHS England funded initiative, OpCOMMUNITY is an easily accessible point
of contact with a dedicated email and phone number to support the Armed Forces community as a whole.
This includes Serving (Regulars and Reservists) and Ex-Service Personnel, immediate family members and
carers of those from within His Majesty’s Armed Forces. They will be able to assist directly with your query
and can provide advice, guidance and support on a range of issues. Ensuring that the Armed Forces
Covenant and the Armed Forces Act 2021 are applied where appropriate.

You can contact the OpCOMMUNITY service for Sussex and Kent & Medway either by:

Telephone: 01273 403693

Email: afn.admin@nhs.net

Website:
https://www.armedforcesnetwork.org/armed-forces-community/families/single-point-of-contact/
Referral Form:



https://www.theraalewes.co.uk/
mailto:afn.admin@nhs.net
https://www.armedforcesnetwork.org/armed-forces-community/families/single-point-of-contact/

14.

15.

16.

17.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.armedforcesnetwork.org%2Fw
p-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F01%2FOpCOMM-Sx-and-KM-Referral-
form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

Lewes Branch RAA business cards are now available to carry and hand out. They will be available for
collection at every Meeting.

Paul advised that he had been speaking to Jo at Downs School in Brighton regarding a tour of the Air Raid
Shelters etc. Would Members showing an interest in attending this, please advise where we will look into a
group visit. There are currently 12 interested. Paul has confirmed he will book a date for this and arrange
this tour.

Tex advised of an RBL direct assistance contact number. This will be sent to Members once received from
Tex.

Tex advised that St Marys’ are holding a Remembrance Disco on Saturday 15" November 2025. All
proceeds will go to charity. Tex to confirm timings and costs.

With no other business, our Lewes Branch RAA August 2025 Meeting closed at 21:15.

The next Lewes Branch RAA Monthly Meeting will be held on Friday 19" September 2025.

Venue: St Marys’ Supporters Club
Dress: Smart Casual
Timings: 1930 for 2000 start

Our next event is Lewes Branch RAA Newhaven Fort Visit and meal on 27" September 2025.

Venue: Newhaven Fort (followed by meal at the Thai Elephant 2)
Dress: Branch Polo Shirts if owned. Smart Casual otherwise.
Timings: Fort from 14:00 and Thai Elephant 2 at 18:30.

Captain-General and Patron: His Majesty King Charles IlI
President: David Harding
Chairman: Robin Parker
Secretary: Mark Harding
Treasurer: Lee Harding
Tel: 07903 702 767
Email: theraalewes@gmail.com
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LEWES BRANCH
ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION
CHRISTMAS DINNER

SATURDAY 29" November 2025
LEWES GOLF CLUB

STARTERS

1. Sweet Potato & Red Pepper Soup, Basil Pesto with Fresh Bread (v)
2. Ham Hock & Pea Terrine, Piccalilli, Toast & Mixed Leaves

3. Prawn Cocktail, Gem Lettuce, Brown Bread & Butter

MAIN COURSES

1. Roast Turkey, Pigs in Blankets and Cranberry Sauce
2. Slow Roasted Pork Belly with Apple Sauce
3. Salmon En Croute with Spinach & Dill Cream Sauce

4. Mushroom, Roast Squash & Cranberry Wellington (v)

Al Roasts Served with Roast Potatoes, Roasted Parsnips & Carrots, Sprouts, Braised Red
Cabbage, Yorkshire Pudding & Gray.

DESSERTS

1. Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce (v)

2. New York Cheesecake Winter Berry Compote

3. Cheese & Biscuits with Onion Chutney

Mince Pie, Tea or Coffee for All

Please advise of any dietary requirements when selecting your choices

TIMINGS: Arrive at 17:00 onwards and be seated at 18:00 (Photo to be taken at 17:50)
COST: 2 Courses £32.00 Per Person
3 Courses £37.00 Per Person
DRESS: Regimental Ties and Blazers/Suits (Medals may be worn). Partners &
Guests Dress Equivalent.
RAFFLE: The kRind donation of a Raffle Prize would be much appreciated.

Name Guest Name
Starter Starter
Main Main
Dessert Dessert




